


Anna
Steadfast Frozen Littlest Princess

06/18/23
We welcomed Anna into our family on 

August 19th. She has �t right in and 
has given big brother Tripp a playmate.

Tressy & Cory Manning,  
Barnard, VT

Digit
Windfall's To A �ousand Places

03/14/15-08/06/23 BG# 120454
Digit served as a wonderful ambassador for 

the breed, particularly in Maynard, MA. 
He was a gentle soul, a friend to any and 

all, and will be missed by anyone  
who met him.

Adam Conn, Kris Hayko &  
Michael Knicely, DVM, Maynard, MA

Bailey
04/28/11-08/21/23

Bailey was a companion, best friend, and big 
sister. She loved Good Morning Time, camp 

outs, the Bailey-mobile, and sharing the last bite 
of the ice cream cone. Bailey, Boo-bear, Ms. B, 

Little Buddy, Bubbles—you have le�  
your mark on our hearts.

Neil & Ellie Colvin,  
Merrimack, NH

Isla
Luchesse's Dark Diva

09/04/23
We welcomed Isla into our family as a 
companion for our 9-month-old Kenai 
and she has �t in perfectly! She is sassy 
and sweet making our home complete. 

We are just so grateful for her!

Sue & Randy McEvoy,  
Bellingham, MA

Remembering

Welcome!

Celebrating Our B
erners!
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Berners & Brews
BMDCNV’s Berners and Brews was held on  

October 8, 2023, at Trolley 27 in Laconia, NH. 

After a last-minute date change, we still had a good crowd of about 30 people and 20 dogs. We 
lucked out with the weather again, and attendees enjoyed lots of mingling while sampling Trolley’s 
famous homemade waffles and sandwiches. Many of us also enjoyed a special treat from the 
outdoor bar and a few even got in a round of golf! 

Thank you to Stephanie and Bill Freeman for traveling to the event with a Ways and Means pop-
up shop, and to Dayna Merrow for educating others about Berner-Garde and collecting owner and 
dog information for this important database. A special thank you to the owners of Trolley 27, Leslie 
Judice and Ray Simanson, for welcoming us onto their property. Matt and I hope everyone had a 
great time at one of our favorite local dog-friendly spots!

 —Melissa and Matt George, Event Organizers
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Therapy Dog
Gromit Helps in Lewiston, ME
At the end of October, George Brown–chair of 
our Therapy Dog Committee–and 5-year-old 
Berner, Gromit, a K9 First Responder team, were 
called to Lewiston, Maine, to provide canine-as-
sisted trauma response after the tragic shoot-
ings there on October 25. They met with people 
from a variety of affected groups at public 
events including a support center for the 
entire community, and with mental wellness 
groups at the community vigil and church 
service at the Basilica of Saint Peter and Paul 
in Lewiston. The dogs’ presence opens doors 
to conversations about people’s emotional 
responses to trauma. The teams provide 
psychological first aid, encouraging those suffering to 
seek support, and in cases of immediate need, guiding them to the next 
step. They also visited groups in non-public settings serving first responders. 
K9 First Responders, Inc. is a Critical Incident Mental Health Support (CIMHS) organization. Through a 
compassionate presence, the teams leverage the canine/human bond to help restore a person’s emotional and cognitive 
equilibrium, helping bridge the gap between a traumatic event and the connection to mental health support. For more 
information: https://k9fr.org 1

Gromit at the “One Lewiston” community vigil for Maine shooting victims.

Your membership in the Bernese Mountain Dog 
Club of Nashoba Valley will expire at the end of 
this year on December 31st. You can renew (and 
pay) online at bmdcnv.org/renew or by following 
the instructions in the letter that you will receive in 
the mail in December. Online renewals save the club 
money and effort, so we appreciate those, but we offer 
both options since we realize that our members may 
have different preferences.

Your membership provides support for everything that 
we do. And we do a lot! Looking through the pages 
of this Fall Bernerblatt shows some of the wonderful 

variety of events that we offer and programs that 
we support. 2024 will be our 43rd year dedicated to 
the breed we all love. Our connectedness makes us 
all better stewards of the breed, and we form lasting 
friendships in the process. We hope you will renew 
and join us at our upcoming events. If you have 
already renewed, thank you. We truly appreciate your 
continued support!

Please email with any questions or concerns about 
your 2024 BMDCNV membership: memberchair@
bmdcnv.org.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2024

https://k9fr.org
https://bmdcnv.org/renew
mailto:memberchair%40bmdcnv.org?subject=
mailto:memberchair%40bmdcnv.org?subject=
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The Howl-O-Ween event at Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, ME this year was just a bit too frightening! 
The tragedy in Lewiston that week caused it to be canceled on Friday afternoon out of an abundance of caution, only 
to be reinstated at 10 p.m. Friday when everything was deemed safe. For the 25 humans (from kids to seniors) and 14 
Bernese (from young pups to a 12-year-old) who were still able to attend on short notice, gathering with friends (new 
and old) on a very warm October day was a real treat. 

The 
dogs got along 
famously as their humans engaged in conversation 
with fellow Berner aficionados. Luckily, there was a 
small grove of trees in the sunny off-leash area that was 
just big enough to provide shade for everyone to hang 
out in. The Howl-O-Ween spirit abounded with pups 
sporting everything from Halloween collars/bandanas 
and capes to full costumes. Wonder Woman was a true 
wonder—rocking her costume all day! Sadly, the not-
so-scary shark circling the registration table injured 
his fin playing with his Berner buddies. Lucky for him 
there was a K9 nurse on site! Cruella De Vil was not 
so fortunate as there was not a single Dalmatian to be 

found. The planned pup parade (which would 
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have meant venturing into the 
warm sun) seemed more like 
a trick than a treat, so Cindy 
(our photographer) made a 
noble attempt to get a group 
photo while staying in the 
cool shade. A few hardy 
souls did head out along 
the shore path for a short 
(but sunny) walk before 
heading out or to lunch 
at the “lobsta” truck. 
Although the event 
started with a fright, 
everyone who joined 
in transformed it into 
a fun and gratefully 
peaceful day.

  —Linda Bates



By Kathy Boisvert
THE “TAIL” OF MAX 

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS!
BERNER, Inc. depends on donations to care for our rescues. Please go to our website to donate: www.bernerinc.org. 
You can make donations on purchases at iGive by registering on their website. You need to use the legal name for 
our non-profit: Bernese Education and Rescue – Northeast Region, Inc.

First, it was a bunch of bananas. Then, a coffee cup filled with a few tablespoons of cream. Before we 
adopted Max, we placed food items on our counters, unattended, like normal people. We were not 
familiar with counter-surfing behaviors. But after finding the torn peels, mangled, and chewed, empty 
of their fruit, and the empty coffee cup on Max’s bed, we stopped leaving food on the counter. Max’s 
counter-surfing did not anger us. It broke our hearts that he was so desperate for food after having 
been without (although the coffee cup incident did make us laugh—our security camera revealed the 
whole clever, delicate maneuver). 

In the fall of 2016, Linda DeCelles of BERNER, Inc. received notification that a stray Bernese Mountain Dog, wandering 
around Beverly, MA for an undetermined amount of time, had been picked up by a local veterinarian. The vet saw him 
running on the commuter rail tracks and lured him into her car with a sandwich. BERNER, Inc. took “Max” from the vet, 
and he was soon in foster care with Judy and Mick Beck. It was determined he was almost a year old, had Giardia, a Lyme 
infection, and was very underweight. But, despite this, he was described as “happy, bright, energetic and affectionate”. 
These were understatements. Max is the goofiest and happiest of Berners. 

After only a few days in foster care, Max made his way to our family. Max bonded with our six-year-old Berner, Rosey, 
on his first night with us. He was so ready to become a family member. He stuck to our sides earning the nickname 
“Shadow”. Our cats had nothing to fear. Max was curious, then playful, and then, respectful (smart dog!). We walked 
him frequently on our town common and Max eagerly engaged with every dog, every human. Given his experience–
abandoned, alone, starving—we were surprised at his gleeful personality. 

It has been seven years since Max became part of our family, and nothing has changed. His favorite trick is to come up 
behind you and go right through your legs, smiling up at you when he makes it through. Max enjoys his food, his walks, 
his car rides, his canine and human friends, and us. Max loves us and we ABSOLUTELY, UNCONDITIONALLY,  
LOVE Max.

http://www.bernerinc.org
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Our club is full of wonderful, fun, talented people ... YOU! From time to time, we need to ask for help with specific things. 
Here are a few ways that you could join in the fun. Please contact Mary Durham, BMDCNV President, or any Board member 
with your questions and your interest. Thank you!

Ways and Means Team – With regret, we have accepted Stephanie Freeman’s resignation as our Ways and Means Chair. 
Many thanks to Stephanie for filling this critical role for so many years. Nashoba Valley has been the envy of other Berner 
clubs with our many unique and popular items.

This creates an incredible opportunity for people who love to be creative and enjoy retail and fashion, to develop and sell 
high-quality products celebrating our love of all things Berner. It is an important and multi-faceted job, so we hope to build a 
new team to keep our Paws ‘n’ Shop open. We’re looking to bring together people with these skills and interests: 

•	Product development: work with artists/designers/vendors
•	Internet sales and fulfillment – we use Big Cartel software to keep this part simple.
•	Set up/break down Paws ‘n’ Shop at two Fun Days per year.
•	Set up/break down Paws ‘n’ Shop “pop-ups” at limited events throughout the year.
•	Maintain the inventory of our key products.

We hope the team will be in place in spring 2024 to be able to have Paws ‘n’ Shop at our Fun Day next May. If you are 
interested, or if you’d like to know more, please contact the Ways and Means Task Force by sending an email to ways_
means_task_force@bmdcnv.org by mid-January.

Draft Test secretary trainees – Would you enjoy being close to the action at a Draft Test? Several club members have 
served as Secretaries at our Draft Tests, but it is always good to have more folks who know the ins and outs of this “job.” 
Draft Test secretaries need to be BMDCA members, and we can organize a training session well in advance of our next 
Draft Test once we know who would be interested.

Historian – If you are a history lover and you have a Berner sleeping at your feet, this could be the perfect role for you. 
Our club has a long and interesting history, and we want to be sure it is captured and available for everyone to know about. 
Our past Historians have built a terrific set of scrapbooks, so if you are a scrapbook fan, please consider this volunteer 
possibility.

Fun Day – We want to hear from you! The BMDCNV hosts two Fun Days (one in May and one in September). We try 
to feature new and different events at each Fun Day (B Match, demonstrations of Rally, Obedience, Agility, Carting, 
Conformation, CGC testing, Trick Dog, Potential Puppy Owner discussion, Scent Work, parades of young and old, caring for 
your senior dog, etc.).

But we are seeking new event ideas. Please reach out to us. We would love to hear what you would like to see offered at the 
Fun Day. And better still ... come help us. We are hoping to solicit new folks to help us plan and volunteer at our events. If 
you have ideas and/or want to help, contact: Candace Wright (director_wright@bmdcnv.org) or Allison Harding  
(director_harding@bmdcnv.org).

Members-only Access to our Website

Did you know that by becoming a member of our website: 

•	 You’ll have access to all sorts of great information, such as the 
current and back issues of the Bernerblatt (even if you didn’t get 
an email notice), our By-Laws, Board meeting minutes, and more. 
These are all available in the FILES section at https://www.bmdcnv.
org/file-share.

•	 You’ll also be added to the BMDCNV Members Group, which serves 
as a message board and forum where you can exchange posts, and 
upload photos and videos to share with other members.

Get access to the members-only features by creating a  
login ID on bmdcnv.org.

 
 
 
1. Go to bmdcnv.org. At the top of the home page, click “Sign Up or Log In.”

 

2. Click “Sign up with Email.”

mailto:director_wright%40bmdcnv.org?subject=
mailto:director_harding%40bmdcnv.org?subject=
https://www.bmdcnv.org/file-share
https://www.bmdcnv.org/file-share
https://www.bmdcnv.org


BMDCNV
145 Main Street
Rockport, MA 01966

bmdcnv.org

Join us on social media! • fb.com/groups/BMDCNVMembers • fb.com/bmdcnv • fb.com/BERNERInc.  
Find us on Instagram @bmdcnv • bmdcnv.org/groups

Let’s not furget our furry friends during the holiday season! 
Try this recipe from the December 1981 Bernerblatt.

MEATY DOG BISCUITS
2 ½ lb. wheat flour
Cut in 1 C bacon fat

½ jar instant bouillon crystals
1 ½ to 2 lbs. cooked ground beef

2 eggs
1 ½ to 2 lbs. liver well cooked

Sufficient milk to make a thick dough to roll. Mix all the 
above well and roll ½” thick. Cut into desired sizes and 

bake in 325°F oven, on a cookie sheet, turning occasionally 
for 2 ½ to 3 hours. They will be hard and dark brown. Keep 

refrigerated in a tightly covered container for up to 3 months.

Sunday, January 14, 2024
10:00 - 2:00

Wompatuck State Park,  
Hingham, MA

There will be a raffle, hot cider and cocoa. 
Bring goodies to share or pack a lunch.

Come join in the fun!

https://www.bmdcnv.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMDCNVmembers
https://www.facebook.com/bmdcnv
https://www.facebook.com/BERNERInc/
https://www.instagram.com/bmdcnv/
https://www.bmdcnv.org/groups

